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“The YMCA’s new residential building: proof the Big Society works,” - Jonathan Lord MP

---

YOUNG man, there’s no need to feel down… especially if you’re homeless in Woking, Surrey.

Thanks to a collaboration between Woking YMCA, The York Road Project, and Woking Borough Council, the town’s most vulnerable young people now have a place to stay, and get their lives back on track. 

Jonathan Lord MP, along with CEO of Woking YMCA Terry Eckersley, and two entrants to the Miss England beauty contest – Rosie Godfrey-Lockwood and Ellie Beagley – unveiled ‘Grove House’ on Tuesday, a brand new, £2.6 million, 24-bed residential facility for the immediate area.

Cutting the ribbon, to cheers from the crowd, Mr Lord said: “I’m delighted to officially open Grove Court, which provides much-needed housing for young people in Woking.  

“I pay tribute to Woking YMCA - and its partner organisations - for all their hard work and to the generosity of several local charities, including Woking Round Table, for helping to bring this initiative to fruition. 

 

“The Big Society is well and truly alive here in Woking, and this successful project surely represents the Big Society in action.”

Situated on the corner of Grove Road and Maybury Road in the centre of Woking, the new facility offers beautifully decorated self-contained living spaces on three-floors, including kitchens, bathrooms, toilets, and both single and shared rooms.

Residents are either self-referred or referred to the project by organisations to the ‘transitional’ homes, and not only benefit from secure accommodation, but the support of local youth volunteers and a burgeoning community around the Ypod, YMCA centre.
Each flat in the property is generously kitted out with necessary domestic appliances, such as a microwave, a washer-dryer, an iron, and a cooker-grill as well as light, modern furnishings.

Terry Eckersley CEO of Woking YMCA said: “We are incredibly pleased with Grove House, our new residential building. It’s wonderful to see our plans made a reality for those in such desperate need.

“Grove House is practical, safe and secure accommodation for young people here in Woking, who need a transitional environment to stay in, as they look forwards to a brighter future.”

He added: “Many people assume there’s little homelessness here in affluent Surrey, but that’s not actually the case.

“Those who fall on back luck here, often have a much more difficult time of it getting access to more expensive living accommodation.

“We’re here to change that, because we don’t think your post-code should determine whether you get help or not. We are looking forward to helping more homeless young people groups build a future through specialist projects and creative innovative ways in this economy. The YMCA is committed to providing a place for young people, particularly in times of need. The YMCA is the largest voluntary provider of safe, secure and affordable supported housing for young people in England. Every night, over 7,200 young people stay at a YMCA. With 135 YMCAs in over 250 communities throughout England, the geographical spread of our work is extensive.” 
On Tuesday evening, before the ribbon cutting, around 80 people gathered at the Ypod – Woking YMCA’s community facility on Chobham Road to celebrate the building launch.

In attendance were members of the local council, the police, the Surrey Conservatives, Woking Young People’s Services and The York Road Project, as well-known local artists and musicians and donors such as Coign Church. 

After light refreshments and a chance for attendees to network, Mr Eckersley led on stage proceedings, in an entertainment set, showcasing some of the YMCA’s achievements. 

First up was an interview with Graham Ball, YMCA Trustee and Chair of The York Road Project, who spoke about the steps taken to get the building project off the ground.

Next was an interview with the two Miss England beauty contest contenders Rosie Godfrey-Lockwood and Ellie Beagley, who spoke about their studies and Ellie of her own charitable work for Activ Kids – a health and fitness initiative in UK schools.

The set was closed with a unique musical act, Desperate Measures, one of the members lives at the new project and declared how much he had been helped, they performed and eclectic mix of original urban music – rap and song – with recent chart hit covers.

Jonathan Lord MP added: “I wish both current, and future, residents of Grove Court every success and I know that many of them will become mentors and role models for other young people in the future.“

For further information about Grove Court, Woking YMCA and provision for vulnerable young people in West Surrey, please visit: www.wokingymca.org.uk or call the YMCA on 01483 757160.

--

Notes for editors:

· Terry Eckersley: CEO of Woking YMCA, internationally recognised music producer and published author on Housing Law, is available for both press and radio interview. Please call the YMCA office on 01483 757160 to arrange.

· Case studies: stories detailing the amazing transformation of young people’s lives, such as homeless individuals caught up in drink, drugs and depression who’ve gone on to grow into well-adjusted young adults are available at request.

· Woking YMCA (including the Ypod centre) is a Christian charity and a place of excellence, development and community for all young people regardless of gender, faith, race or background. There are 140 YMCA’s in the UK supporting young people and their families, providing housing, training and community health and fitness. In addition to an extensive programme, Woking YMCA also offers opportunities for volunteering, private donors and corporate sponsorship.”
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